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SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU
Both Houses of the Karnata-
ka legislature on Thursday
passed the Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike Bill,
2020, to give a separate law
for the city corporation that
ensures a new municipal go-
vernance, increases the
number of wards from 198 to
243 and empowers it to levy
a fee on advertisement and
impose entertainment tax.
The Bill was passed amidst

THE#@®HINDU

BBMP to get its own law for better governance

Bill empowers the civic body to levy fee on ads, impose entertainment tax

boycott of the session by the
principal Opposition Con-
gress and the absence of JD (S)
members. Opposition mem-
bers argued that it was passed
without due consultation.
The Bill, that runs into 109
pages, was drafted based on
a report of the Legislature’s
Joint Select Committee head-
ed by BJP MLA S. Raghu. The
Bill, among other things, in-
creases the term of the
Mayor and the Deputy
Mayor from one year to 30

months. With this Bill, the
BBMP comes out of the go-
vernance structure under
the Karnataka Corporation
Act (KCA), 1976.

The KCA “is inadequate in
administrative and structu-
ral matters to govern Benga-
lury,” said the bill, adding
that there is “an urgent need
to formulate an independent
legislation for the working of
the BBMP for the purposes
of improving, decentraliza-
tion, integration of public

participation at various le-
vels of the BBMP.”

The Bill allows the govern-
ment to nominate residents
of the city, such as experts in
the fields of health, town
planning, education, but the
number of such members
should not exceed 10% of the
councillors. The nominated
members won’t have the
right to vote in the meetings
of the corporation.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 2
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Third phase of vaccine
trials begins in Belagavi

RISHIKESH BAHADUR DESAI
BELAGAVI

The third phase of COVID -19
vaccine trials began in Bela-
gavi on Thursday.

City-based Jeevan Rekha
Hospital has made prepara-
tions to organise the trials on
a large scale and has issued a
public appeal asking volun-
teers to take part.

“We have begun adminis-
tering the test dose of Covax-
in to volunteers,” said Pari-
tosh Desai, in charge of the
trial process.

As many as 40 volunteers
were given the vaccine on
Thursday. “We hope to give
the vaccine to at least 1,000
volunteers,” Dr. Desai said.

He says increased aware-
ness about the vaccine has
made their job easier. “Now
people know about the vac-
cine and they are coming for-
ward for the trials,” Dr. Desai
said. He said the third phase
is different from the second
in multiple ways. “The test

dose used is almost the same
as the final product and the
number of volunteers is big-
ger. Only healthy individuals
in a specific age range were
selected for the second
phase. But in the third
phase, any one above the age
of 18 will be administered the
vaccine. Those with health
problems and comorbidities
are not rejected,” he said.

The vital part is that the
third phase involves a place-
bo-based double blind and
randomised testing. “The
process involves the patient
receiving two shots of the
vaccine or of the placebo two
times. After that the volun-
teers are monitored by the
hospital for a year. There is a
provision for SOS visits to the
hospital if the patients suffer
from symptoms or any other
problem,” he said.

Volunteers of the first and
second phase had to make
multiple visits to the hospital
for monitoring.

Jeevan Rekha has been
conducting two separate sets
of trials. It conducted the
first and the second phase of
trials for Covaxin, while it or-
ganised only the second
phase of trials for ZyCoV-D
develped by Zydus Cadilla.
As many as 50 healthy young
people volunteered for Co-
vaxin and 275 were given the
ZyCoV-D doses.

The Belagavi hospital is
yet to get the go ahead for
the third phase of ZyCoV-D.
Reports from the first and se-
cond phase trials have
proved the safety and effica-
cy of Covaxin.

“Covaxin, the made-in-In-
dia vaccine has been proven
to be safe. It has been given
to over 25,800 people in 250
centres across the country
till now,” says Amit Bhate, di-
rector of the hospital.

Those wanting to partici-
pate can call the hospital hel-
pline at 9743433294,
9019601976, or 9113222185.
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BBMP Bill: More brickbats than bouquets

One of the major drawbacks is the lack of public consultations, say urban planners

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

The speed with which the State
Legislative Assembly passed the
Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara
Palike Bill, 2020, on Thursday
has caused a stir among civil or-
ganisations and activists. The
Bill received more brickbats
than bouquets, with many view-
ing it as another opportunity
lost for the much-needed admi-
nistrative and governance re-
forms for the city.

The lack of public consulta-
tions, apart from no solution to
the lack of coordination bet-
ween different civic agencies
and parastatals in the city is one
of the major drawbacks in the
Bill, said urban planners.

Former Opposition leader in
BBMP Council M. Shivaraju,
who filed a PIL petition ques-
tioning the delay in holding
polls to the civic body, termed
the Bill as “unconstitutional”,
going to the extent of calling it a
“Black Day” for the city.

In a statement, the non-profit
organisation, Janaagraha, said
that the Bill should have been
far more ambitious and com-
prehensive, and based on a far
more systematic, consultative
and well-informed process.

View of the head office of the Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike. =supHakara sain
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HITS and MISSES

M Decentralised structure with
zonal and ward committees, and
area sabhas

® No provision for a robust
and coherent metropolitan
governance mechanism

m Mandate of zonal committee
to be headed by the councillor
instead of a zonal commissioner

m Complete side-step on
spatial planning and natural
environment

B Increase in term of Mayor to
30 months

m No provisions on
predictable finances to BBMP

m Constitution of grievance
redressal authority for municipal
service-related issues

m Absence of technology
backbone for Bengaluru’s
governance

Source: Janaagraha

Srikanth Viswanathan, CEO,
Janaagrahaa, said: “The silver
lining to the cloud is decentrali-
sation of powers and functions
to the zones and wards and citi-
zen participation through ward
committees and area sabhas.
We need to, however, empha-
sise to the State government
that major missing pieces such
as metropolitan governance,
spatial planning, and financial
and human resource capacities,
besides digitalisation need to be
addressed.”

Jagadish Reddy from Varthur
Rising maintained that the Bill

did not address the problems of
the city, especially administra-
tive gaps. The State’s exchequer
gets nearly 60% revenue from
the city and yet, the “myopic
Bill” has no vision for Bengalu-
ru’s future development, he
maintained.

Stating that the BBMP Bill
was better than the Karnataka
Municipal Corporations Act,
1976, in some ways, urban exp-
ert V. Ravichandar, who was al-
so part of the government-con-
stituted BBMP Restructuring
Committee, said the hits were
the recognition of municipal
authorities, such as Mayor, zo-
nal committees, ward commit-
tees and area sabhas, and em-
phasis on heritage and solid
waste management.

But he questioned why the
MLAs were made central to the
BBMP Bill, when the executive
is actually the elected council-
lor. “There are a few city corpo-
rations in the country where
the MLAs don’t belong to them.
The Bill should have ideally ta-
ken this path,” he said and also
pointed out that the drawing of
the ward should be citizen cen-
tric and not whether it cuts
across two or three Assembly
constituencies.
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State sees 1,238 new
cases, 5,076 recoveries

Twelve more succumb to the virus

Samples being collected for testing during at the city railway
station in Bengaluru on Thursday. =k.MURALI KUMAR

STAFF REPORTER
BENGALURU

As many as 1,238 new CO-
VID-19 positive cases were
reported in the State on
Thursday. The total number
of people who contracted
the virus in the State since
the start of the pandemic
now stands at 8.97 lakh.

In total, 5,076 persons
were discharged on Thurs-
day, taking the total number
to 8.66 lakh. Twelve people
were reported to have suc-
cumbed to the virus on

Thursday, taking the total
number of deaths to 11,912.

Of the 19,206 active cas-
es, as many as 258 patients
are in intensive care units
across different designated
hospitals.

The number of COVID-19
tests conducted on Wednes-
day stood at 84,270. Howev-
er, the positivity rate for the
day stood at 1.46% and case
fatality rate stood at 0.96%.
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Health Dept’s COVID-19
expenses touch 3205 cr.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

The State Health and Family
Welfare Department has so
far incurred expenses of
3205 crore towards han-
dling the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, Home Minister Basavaraj
Bommai informed the Kar-
nataka Legislative Council
on Thursday.

Apart from this, ¥108.75
crore has been spent on sal-
aries, incentives, and risk al-
lowances paid to employees.
During the lockdown period,
the State had distributed ad-

ditional 5 kg of rice to eligible
families under PDS and had
spent I711.62 crore towards
this, the Minister said.

Replying to members
during a discussion on sup-
plementary estimates aggre-
gating to 33,320.4 crore, the
Minister said the Health De-
partment had spent 3205
crore on procuring equip-
ment, testing kits, and other
required infrastructure.

After a nearly three-hour
discussion, the estimates
were approved by the
Council.
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BBMP to get its own law

Law and Parliamentary Affairs Mi-
nister J.C. Madhuswamy, who tabled
the Bill, said only MLAs whose con-
stituencies are within the BBMP li-
mits and MLCs who are registered
voters in the corporation would be-
come members of the corporation.
The Bill also tweaks functions of
standing committees, he said.

The Bill empowers the BBMP to
levy a fee on advertisement and en-
tertainment tax. It said no hoardings
would be allowed to be displayed in
the city without the written permis-

sion of the commissioner. The fee to
be collected is not for more than one
year period. “After introduction of
GST, we could not levy tax on adver-
tisements. Instead of a tax, there will
be a fee,” he said.

Entertainment tax should be le-
vied and collected by the BBMP over
any ticket-based, non-ticket-based,
and televisied entertainment, in ac-
cordance with the Act.

Rainwater harvesting has been
made mandatory for houses built on
60 x 40 sq.ft. and more area.
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Government wants to put off BBMP polls: Oppn.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

Councillors and leaders in the
Congress are up in arms over
the State Assembly passing the
BBMP Bill, 2020, a day after the
Joint Legislature Committee
constituted to review it submit-
ted its report.

Abdul Wajid, former Opposi-
tion leader in BBMP Council,
who had also filed a PIL petition
in the High Court of Karnataka,
questioning the delay in hold-
ing polls to the civic body along

with M. Shivaraju, also former
Opposition leader, said the
main agenda of the government
seemed to be to put off polls to
the BBMP for a couple of years.

“They want to achieve this by
hook or crook. The government
is likely to appeal against the
High Court order in the Su-
preme Court by presenting this
as a ruse,” he said.

HC direction
The High Court had recently di-
rected the State government

and the State Election Comnmiis-
sion to hold polls for the 198
wards in BBMP.

The court held that allowing
application of amendment to
the Karnataka Municipal Corpo-
rations Act, 1976, which in-
creased the number of wards to
the BBMP, would be contrary to
the constitutional mandate of
timely holding of elections.

Concurring with Mr. Wajid,
Mr. Shivaraju said the court had
noted that the process of delim-
itation, reservation and amend-

ment with regard to number of
wards should have happened at
least six months before the end
of the term of council. The term
of the council ended on Sep-
tember 10, 2020.

Role of Assembly

Urban experts Ashwin Mahesh
said the Assembly clearing the
Bill appeared to be a legislative
response to the court’s ruling to
the SEC to declare the elections
to the BBMP within six weeks
from the date of publication of

final reservation notification by
the government.

‘Local governments’

“There needs to be a mechan-
ism to ensure that the govern-
ment doesn’t decide when to
hold polls to the local bodies by
setting up a delimitation com-
mission that is separate from
the SEC.

“It is only when local bodies
are considered to be local go-
vernments that there will be un-
broken elections,” he said.
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New BBMP Act gets mixed response
from citizen groups, policymakers

Dub it ‘missed opportunity’
to transform city

HITA PRAKASH
BENGALURU, DHNS

he new Bruhat Bengalu-
Tru Mahanagara Palike

Act 2020 has evoked a
mixed response among citi-
zens, policymakers, civic ac-
tivists and residents’ welfare
associations.

Contrary to the govern-
ment’s view that the act is an
independent legislation that
woulddecentraliseand bringin
public participation at various
levels of the municipal govern-
ance, citizen groups dubbed
it a “missed opportunity” to
transform the city, barring a
few goodaspects.

To get the measure of the
public opinion about the new-
ly promulgated legislation,
DH spoke to a cross section of
the society, including former
membersofthe BBMP restruc-
turing committee, activists, re-
tired bureaucrats, RWAs and
political parties.

While people have wel-
comed the decentralisation
measures that would give
more powers to zones and
wards, manytermed itnegative

without bringing in parastatal
agencies like BMTC, Bescom,
BWSSBand BDA, among oth-
ers.

V Ravichandar, part of the
three-member expert com-
mittee on BBMPrestructuring,
said the bill is different from
their recommendations for
the city administration.

“Our committee had worked
onabill thatincluded all para-
statalagencies. The onethatis
passed is purely a BBMP Act.
The difference, effectively, is
dayandnight,” he said.

He added that the zonal
provisions and articulation of
the municipal authorities are
better than the existing ones
despite greyareas on the roles
of the mayor and commis-
sioner. He said the city needs
an overall Bengaluru-specific
bill catering to the 21st centu-
ry problems. But the bill now
focuses on the BBMP, which is
like solving the 20th century
problems that are now passe.

Tara Krishnaswamy,
co-founder, Citizens for Ben-
galuru, said if other agencies
had been brought into the act
and allowed to function under

‘Bill a ploy by the ruling BJP to defer civic polls’

Parties eyeing to get into
the city administration view
thebillasa ‘ploy’by the
ruling BJP to defer the civic
pollswithout reason.
Shantala Damle, co-con-
vener, Aam Aadmi Party,
Karnataka, said: “If the
government really wanted
todogood to the citizens
of Bengaluru, in terms
of providing better civic
amenities, they should have
doneitlong ago rather than

EXPERTSPEAK

night

the elected council, it would
have allowed people to have
control over the administra-
tion.

“Itissurprising that no pub-
lic consultation was made per-

mmdlessly
passing
thebillina
hush-hush
manner.
The MLAs
wantto
control
theworks
ordered by the BBMP rang-
ing from garbage to civil
contracts. The BJP’s shoddy
handling of the pandemic in
Bengaluru, poorroads and

Srikanth
Narasimhan

VRAVICHANDAR

" ‘ ‘ Our committee had worked on a bill
3 that included all parastatal agencies.
.| The onethat is passed is purely a BBMP

| Act. The difference, effectively, is day and

TARA KRISHNASWAMY

‘ ‘ It is surprising that no public consul-
tation was made pertaining to the

| act of this magnitude, if at all the govern-

|| ment's intention was to truly govern the

city in a progressive manner

taining to the act of thismagni-
tude, ifatall the government’s
intention was to truly govern
the city in a progressive man-
ner,” she said.
“Ifthecivicbodyisunable to

floods have
upsetciti-
zens. The
government
isclearly
afraidto
Shantala  faceanelec-
Damle tionand
proposed
the newactjust to postpone
thepolls.”
Terming theacta
regressive step, Srikanth
Narasimhan of the newly

maintain the existing limits by
providing better civic amen-
ities, then what is the use of
expanding it even further? Ex-
cept the real estate and vested
interest linked with the politics
overthese areas, the approach
issenselessandillogicasallthe
evidence suggest the failure of
the corporation ateveryward,”
Taraadded.

Citizens group Whitefield
Rising called the bill unscien-
tific and lacked the foresight
tomake Bengaluru the Silicon
Valley it deserves to be for the
kind of tax citizens pay.

Anjali Saini of Whitefield
Risingsaid: “Thevillagesinthe
periphery thatare proposed to
beincludedintothe BBMP lim-
itsare better off with the gram
panchayats.

They are_governed better

founded Bengaluru Nava
Nirmana Party said: “We
neededa civicbody free
from the interference of
MLAs. But the very first
line of the bill contradicts
its own intentions. Progress
canonly be achieved when
the cityisunshackled from
the clutches of the MLAs
and state government, be-
sides making BBMP a fully
empowered autonomous
organisation.”

than the way BBMP is govern-
ing the existing wards.

The land value increases by
urbanising the peripheral ar-
eas where people with vested
interests probably own land.
The bill has nothing to do with
civicservicesand governance.”

Srikanth Vishwanathan,
CEQ, Janaagraha said: “The
silver lining could be the de-
centralisation of powers and
functions to the zones and
wardsand citizen participation
throughward committees, We
need to, however, emphasise
to the state government that
major missing pieces such as
metropolitan governance,
spatial planning and financial,
humanresource capacities, be-
sides digitalisation need to be
addressed soon for meaningful
change on the ground.”



Citywillhave2
mayors; separate
law for B'luru
replaces KMC Act
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BENGALURU, DHNS

he Legislative Assem-
I bly on Thursday passed
the Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike (BBMP)
Bill, which promises a new
governance structure for the
city besides increasing its mu-
nicipal area.
At present, Bengaluru is
governed under the Karna-
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House okays new BBMP Bill

Rainwater harvesting must

The BBMP Bill proposes to make rainwater harvesting
mandatory for properties located on sites measuring
60x40 and above, Law Minister J C Madhuswamy said.
“Such properties will be required to store rainwater and
help solve the city’s water problems. Earlier, the propos-
al was to make it mandatory for everybody. But, we have
confined this to 60x40 sites and above,” he said.

taka Municipal Corporations
Act. That the city should get a
separate lawwasalong-pend-
ing demand.

The Bill, drafted by a joint
select committee, was passed
with the Opposition benches
empty as the Congresshad de-
cided to boycott the proceed-
ingswhereas the JD(S) did not

show up.

The Bill proposes “constit-
uency consultative commit-
tees”, which are expected to
give MLAs more sayintheway
the cityisrun.

Piloting the Bill, Law Min-
ister J C Madhuswamy said
Bengaluru needed a separate
lawasthe cityhad becomeun-

wieldy.

“Much has changed since
the last delimitation was
done. We are not able to de-
fine what is BBMP and what
isa gram panchayator atown
panchayat,” he said.

“On parwith therising pop-
ulation and area, we want to
provide good administration
for the city,” he added.

Once the Bill becomes a
law, Bengaluru will have two
mayors in five years -- each
one getting a 30-month ten-
ure. At present, a mayor hasa
one-year term.

The Bill proposes to divide
the city into zones -- up to 15
--and each one will have acom-
mittee,

» BBMP, Page 2

malis, tnree-star and abpove  Stores will be rnneda ns o,Vuu.
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House okays BBMP Bill to give...

BBMP, from Page 1

“Earlier, there were zonal
commissioners. Now, each
zone will have a committee
that will be responsible for
execution of works. They will
be empowered to solve prob-
lems under their jurisdiction,”
Madhuswamy said, adding
that the existing standing
committees will continue.

“The Constituency Con-
sultative Committee will be
headed by the local MLA
and have membersincluding
those from residents’ welfare
associations.

“This committee will aid
the zonal committees, re-
view their functioning, moni-
tor implementation of works
andlook at howwardsthatare
backward can be developed,”

Madhuswamy explained.
The bill will result in de-
limitation and the number
of wards in the city will go up
from 198 to 243. The city’s
municipal area will also ex-
pandtocoveral-kmradius of
the existing boundary, which
is expected to consume outly-
ing villages and suburbs.
“There was some confu-
sion on this. Whatif thereare
villages just 100-400 metres
away from the 1-km radius?
Such places can be brought
under the municipal limits
by way of a separate notifica-
tion,” Madhuswamy said.
The bill has received flak
for lack of public consulta-
tion during its drafting. Also,
it is largely seen as the BJP
government’s ploy to delay
elections to the BBMP.

What does the bill say?

m 30-month tenure for
mayor, deputy mayor

m 225-250 wards, but the
government has finalised
on 243

m Coucillors elected as
MLA, MLC or MP should re-
tain either one of the posts

m Power to collect fee on
advertisements

m Increase BBMP area to
cover 1-km radius from
existing boundary

m Divide city into zones, up
to 15 of them

m Zonal committee headed
by a councillor for decen-
tralised decision-making

m Constituency Consulta-
tive Committee headed by
local MLA

m Power to levy entertain-
ment tax

m Power to stop dangerous
quarrying in BBMP limits

m Creation of Urban Trans-
port Fund

m Grievance Redressal
Authority to handle com-
plaints

m BBMP to anchor disaster
management efforts
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- 1,238 fresh Covid
cases, 12 deaths
In state

BENGALURU, DHNS: Karna-
takareported 1,238 new Cov-
id-19infections and 12 related
fatalities on Thursday as the
case tally swelled to 8,97,801
and thetoll to11,912.

The day also saw 5,076 pa-
tientsgettingdischarged after
recovery. As on December
10, the number of recoveries
went up to 8,66,664. Out of
19,206 active cases, 258 are
inICUs.

Bengaluru Urbanaccount-
edfor70lnew casesand eight
deaths. Among the districts,
Mysururecorded 53 freshin-
fections, Mandya 46, Hassan
42 and Tumakuru 36.

A total 0f1,20,63,741
samples have been tested for
Covid-19in the state of which
84,270 tests were carried out
onThursday.
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Of 230m syringes’ order, firms
have already produced 90m

Chethan.Kumar @timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Hindustan Syring-
es & Medical Devices (HMD)
and Iscon Surgicals, the two
firms that bagged orders for
more than 230 million syringes
to aid the country’s Covid-19
vaccination drive, have already
manufactured 90 million pieces.
The entire order was to be ful-
filled by March 2021.

Iscon from Jhodpur and HMD
based in Faridabad, are the only
firms contracted by the govern-

PREPARING
FOR THE 2%

vACCINE B/}

ment to supply syringes. The
Union ministry of health and
family welfare (MoH&FW) on
Thursday issued dispatch in-
structions for 70 million syringes
which will soon reach various
government warehouses.

“Of the 177.6 million syringes
we had to deliver by March, we
have already manufactured 70
million,” said Rajiv Nath, man-
aging director, HMD. “Today, we
got the nod to ship these out. It
amounts to 115 truckloads of
devices. We've also been told to
prepare for additional orders,
which will be issued soon.”

DELIVERY NOTES
{ ® 230m: Orders placed so far

® 90m: Already manufactured

r # 140m: Need to be produced

Companywise breakup
@ 177.6m: Orders with HMD

@ 70mn: Already manufactured
| ® 52.2mm: Orders with Iscon
@ 20mm: Already manufactured

@ 100mn: Additional orders
expected by Iscon

Sandeep Bhandari, vice-
president, Iscon, which has al-
ready manufactured 20 million
of the 52.2 million syringes it
was contracted to produce, said
the firm is yet to get dispatch
orders. “Until the government
1ifts stock, we won't be able to
make more devices given stor-
age constraints,” he said, add-
ing that the firm is expectingan
additional order for about 100
million syringes.

Pointing out that raw mate-
rial cost has gone up by around
40% in the past four months,
Bhandari urged the government
to dispose invoices early. “We
understand the unprecedented
times Covid has created, but we
want to contribute to the coun-
try,” he said.

Both Nath and Bhandari said
they were supplying devices at
less than Rs 2 per piece. “It's
around Re 1.6,” Bhandari said,
which puts the total cost of 233
million syringes at roughly
Rs 37.2 crore.

Besides the order with the
government of India, HMD, one
of the world’'s largest syringe
suppliers, has orders for 140 mil-
lion pieces from the Covax facil-
ity working for global equitable
access. The firm has already
shipped more than 100 million
pieces of 0.5 ml auto disable
(AD) syringes for intramuscu-
lar injections to Covax facility,
a WHO-led initiative to ensure
poor countries have access
to the vaccine.

“We are planning to expand
capacity to 800 million per an-
num by the first quarter of 2021
and touch 1,000 million by end
of the second quarter,” Nath
said, while Bhandari said Iscon
is looking to expand its capacity
from 240 million per annum to
about 450 million.



BBMP bill gets
nod, city may
expand by 1km

Bengaluru: Greater Beng-
aluru's geographical area is
set to expand by 1km radius
with the Karnataka legisla-
tureclearing the BBMPrest-
ructuring bill on Thursday,
reports Anil Gejji.

If the move passes the
government legal test, then
the BBMP area will expand
from B8l6sgkm to nearly
900sqkm after adding new
local bodieson thefringes.

The

provosed exoan- Bk SEEKS SEPARATE LAW TO GOVERN BENGALURU

sion 1s likely to cover gram WITH 30-MONTH MAYORAL TERM, ZONAL PANELS

panchayats, town panchay-

ats, town municipal coun. " Continued from page 1

o e e g -I-vve BBMP bill seeks a sepa-
T

cils which house some ma-
jor ITcompanies. Thisisex- || "¢ law to govem the city

with a 30-month mayoral

gﬁg‘p‘;flmtgm';‘;: ﬁatslfe n?we term, a chief commissioner,
zones. This would, in turn, 20na committees. At present,
bring in more revenue to BBMP is governed under the
the Bruhat Bengaluru Ma- Karnataka Municipal Corpora-
hanagara Palike(BBMP). tionAct, 1968. .

Inclusion of new areas Aftertabling the bill in the
will increase the number of assembly in March, the govem-

wards from 198 to 243. ment referred it to a joint panel
following objections raised by
»Mayoral term, P 2 several members, including a

few from the BIP.

The government was
planning to implement the bill's
provisions after the BBMP coun-
cil's term ended on September
10 and hold polls in the middle
of 2021. However, the Kamataka
high court recently ordered the
State Election Commission to
hold polls to the existing 198
wards and notify it in six weeks.
The government is now planning
to move the Supreme Court,
armed with the bill and seeking
more time to implement it.

WARDS TO GO UP
FROM 198 TO 243

® Terms of mayor and deputy
will go up from 1 year to 2.5
years; wards to increase
from 198 to 243

@ Increase number of zones
from eight to a maximum of 15;
each to have zonal committee
with zonal commissioner




‘Why expand BBMP which has failed
110 villages added to it 13 years ago?’

It Must Ensure  erry ALTERNATIVE MODELS OF GOVERNANCE’

Amenities
First: Activists

Nithya.Mandyam
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The decision to
expand BBMP's jurisdiction
has not gone down well with
citizen activists. They point-
ed out that the civic agency 1s
still struggling to manage the
110 villages that cameunder 1t
13 years ago.

Tara Krishnaswamy, co-
founder of Citizens for Ben-
galuru (CfB), saild the move
reeks of realty motives. “The
limits of Bengaluru city have
been expanded priortothisas
well, and it is proven that the
BBMP cannot handle it
Where is the need for another
expansion? If you move six
kilometres away from thecity
centre, you can see that the
roads and infrastructure are
in a bad shape. Has BEMP ev-
erthought of fixing this prob-
lem?” she asked.

According toher, it s good
that the numberof wardsisin-
creasing from 198 to 243, but
BBMP’s size does not need to
goup. “The Palike has proved it
1s Incapable of managing 198
wards. [ts slze actually needs to
shrink,"” she added.

Srinivas Alavilli from Ja-
naagraha Cenire for Citizen-
ship and Democracy said the
more you centralise, the less
will urban services be avall-
able for citizenry. “About 13
years ago when Bengaluru

uOnﬂndtrsperhMry.ﬂnmm villages

have urban characteristics and a case could
be made for their inclusion,” V Ravichandar, civic
expert, said. “However, our past record in improving |-
the 110 villages added to BBMP does not inspire i

confidence,” he added.

Bengaluru needs to address the growth issue
s of governance instead
of opting for a gigantic single corporation. “For
instance, Mumbai absorbed more areas through
a multi-corporation setup like Brihanmumbai
Corporation, Navi Mumbai Municipal Corporation
and Thane Municipal Corporation, among others,
instead of having one mega corporation,” he said.

through alternative model

Mahanagara Palike (BMP)
became Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike (BEMP),
110 villages were adopted,
but there has been no devel-
opment in these added ar-
eas,” Alavilli said.

Vishnu Prasad, member
of Save Bellandur Forum, al-
s0 fielt there's no need for ex-
pansion and pointed out the

that

civic body is still developing
outlying areas and localities.
“They are unable to provide
basic facilitles to the wards
and keep complaining of lack
of funds. How will they work
now? The objective of the ex-
pansion appears to be revenue
mobilisation, but how will peo-
ple survive when there are no
basic facilities?” he asked. In-

stead of expanding the city
limits, they need to work to-
wards improving roads and
provide streetlights, he added.
“Many areas in Bellandur do
not have basic UGD lines, wa-
ter lines androads. Even major
road works are pending
BBMP must first provide facil-
ities and then talk of expan-
sion,” he added.



BangaloreMir

Get ready for Palike’s
new shape and form

BBMP’s boundary to be exp

| Bangalore Mirror Bureau

i=timesgroup.com
TWEETS @ BangaloreMIRROR

n Thursday, the Legisla-

tive Assembly approved

the Bruhat Bengaluru Ma-

hanagara Palike's (BEMP)

Bill 2020, promising
sweeping administrative and struc-
tural changes. Now, gram panchay-
ats and town municipalities within
one square km radius of BEMP will
be added to the civic body. With
that, the number of wards will in-
crease from 108 to 243,

Prior to tabling this Bill, the
BEMP was governed by the Kar-
nataka Municipal Corporation Act
1976. The Bill was tabled by the
Law Minister JC Madhuswamy on
behalf of Chief Minister, in the ab-
sence of the Congress. On Wednes-
day, a Joint House Committee of
the legislature tabled a report on
the BBMP's Bill.

Longer Mayoral tenure
The Mayor, Deputy Mayor
and members of various Standing
Committees will get 30 months
tenure instead of just a year. A
similar system exists in Zilla Pan-
chayats, where the president and
vice president are given a 30-month
tenure.

Besides this, the number of
divisions in the BBMP will be In-
creased from elght to 15. Each of
these zones will act as an inde-
pendent civic body with one of the
corporators named as president,
besides a committee of legislators
to guide in each of the Assembly
segments. Zonal joint commisskon-
ers are allowed to function indepen-
dently and take decisions.

The number of standing com-
mittees will also be reduced, while

A

compl

The Bill was tabled by
the Law Minister JC
Madhuswamy on

behalf of Chief Minister,
in the absence of the
Congress

adding more members to each of

such commiitees, to provide repre-
sentation to all corporators.

Guidance Value Linked
Property Tax
Instead of collecting the property
tax on net asset value (MAV), the
BEMP Bill proposes a more dynamic
tax formula linked to the guidance
value of the property fixed by the
Stamps and Registration depart-
ment.

With the revision of guidance

anded; number of wards increased from 198 to 243

value every year, the property taxes
are likely to go up or come down
due to the revision. Similarly, the
Bill proposes Solid Waste Man-
agement Corporation that will be
given complete responsibility for
collection, segregation, transporta-
tion and conversion of waste into
energy. The corporation is also giv-
en powers to collect entertalinment
and advertisernent taxes. After shift-
ing to GST, the BBMP was not al-
lowed to collect these taxes,

No Dual Membership

Unlike under the Karnataka
Municipal Corporation (KMC) Act
that allowed corporators to con-
tinue even after getting elected to
legislature or parllament, the new
Bill makes it clear that a member
who is elected to the legislature

Rain Water Harvesting
Rain Water Harvesting
The proposed Bill makes it
mandatory for everyone with
& bullding on 80X40 plot to have
Rainwater harvesting (RWH).

or parllament must quit one of
the seats within six months after

being electad.

Delay Tactic

With neither the government nor
Opposition city lawmakers keen to
hold BBMP polls, the tabling and
approval of the Bill in a hurry is
seen as an effort to scuttle an early
election. Recently, the High Court
directed the State Election Commis-
sion to conduct the election to 198
wards as per the existing law. The
government is likely to Appruach
the court to hold elections as per
the new law which would mean
that the elections will be deferred
indefinitely as a reorganisation of
wards, revision of voter list and res-
ervation of wards will take at least a

year to complete.
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12/10/2020 OPERATION SEPARATION - Bangalore Mirror, 12/10/2020

A BBMP report says up to 39% segregation is
heing achieved in the 38 wards where the new
trash collection system is in place since July.
Bengaluru seems to be getting hetter at...

OPERATION
SEPARATION

KAUSHIK JN

| Naveen.Menezes
@timesgroup.com

TWEETS @Naveen_MIRROR

ity appears to be taking
baby steps with regard to
segregating waste at source.
In 38 wards where two
vehicles are being sent to
collect wet and dry waste separately,
as part of the new system, the Bruhat
Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike (BBMP)
Is seeing anywhere between 1 per cent
and 39 per cent segregation in 27
wards. The remaining nine wards still
collect mixed waste from both bulk
generators and the houses.

These figures are part of the perfor-
mance report prepared by the BEMP
over a period of four months since
July. The top five wards — which are
showing improvements with regard
to wet and dry waste segregation are:
Singasandra, Rayapuram, S ——_ -
Nayandahalli, Mangana Palya (Garbage auto-tippers are crucial in providing last-mile clean-up
and Uttarahalli. The ones in the LS and ensuring that Bengalureans separate their waste to keep the
bottom are: Siddapura, = ity clean; (inset) a Bangalore Mirror reportof November 3 gloating
Nagarabhavi, Mudalapalya, about the mlbstone achlmct the city
Vasanthpura, Chowdeswari F——
Ward, Bommanahalli

With zero segregation, some of
the wards have shown no
improvement at all. They are
Bharathi Nagar, Shivajinagar and
KR Puram.

In all these 38 wards, the BBMP
had deployed a separate service

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11>

ik If we see the overall performance,
be it tracking of vehicles, attendance
and segregation, more than 70 per

cent of the wards are performing well
— Randeep D, Special Commissioner (SWM) BBMP

https://epaper.timesgroup.com/Olive/ODN/MumbaiMirror/PrintArticle.aspx?doc=BGMIR%2F2020%2F 12%2F 10&entity=ar00100&ts=20201210004755...  1/2



BangaloreMir

Light after dark ordeal

After woman is eve-teased outside Hulimavu police stn,

BBMP gets into action and fixes defunct street lights

| Pragna Ll Krupa
c-pragnakrupa
(@timesgroup.com

TWEETS @BangaloreMIRROR

woman had to go

through a night-

marish ordeal for

the BBMP to fix the

streetlights outside
the Hulimavu police station.
The woman, who was eve-
teased by a bikeborne man
right outside the police sta-
tion on Wednesday took to
the social media about her
experience and also went to
the cops. Sagarika Ganguly, a
tattoo artist, said she had to go
through this only because it
was pitch dark in that stretch
at the time. Ganguly, who
halls from Kolkata, has been
staying in the city for three
years now.

She told Bangalore Mir-
ror that she was walking back
home from work around 9:45
pm. “I closed the studio which
1s in the same lane as the Huli-
mavu police station and was
walking back home which is
only 500 metres from there.
A bikeborne man came from
the opposite side and passed
some comment. [ was texting

he area near Hulimavu Police station

The biker was able
to do this only
because there
were no street
lights on the
stretch —sagarika Ganguly

and did not hear it. The man
took a U-turn and passed an-
other lewd comment, which I
heard,"” she said.

The man commented on
her body and stopped his ve-
hicle in front of a building.
He was wearing a mask and
a helmet so she couldn’t see

his face. “There were so0 many
poles but none of the lights
were on and the place was de-
serted. He was standing there
and staring at me. The biker
was only able to do this as
there were no street lights and
I was the only woman walking
at that time,” she sald.

Hullmavu police sald that
they have taken the com-
plaint. “She asked us to get the
street lights fixed first so that
women feel safe. We have in-
formed BBMP to fix the lights.
She is yet to file a written com-
plaint,” said the officer. BEMP
workers later fixed the street-
lights.
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Meet South Bengaluru’s tree guardians who call
themselves Hasiru Ratha. Every morning they set out to
remove metal guards around trees, plant saplings and
even design guards to be placed around young plants

ﬂOLUNTREEIT’SE

| Pragna L Krupa
€

TWEETS @Pragna_MIRROR

engalunu’s title of being
the garden city may be
fading, but these cltizens
are ensuring that our
future Is In safe hands.
Saon after we discovered a group of
volunteers remaving nails driven
into the barks of trees, here's anoth-
er group removing the iron guards
around trees.

A group of volunteers in South
Bengaluru, some of them retired cit-
izens, have become tree guardians of
their neighbourhood. From planting
saplings that will add to the green-
ery in the area to removing and relo-
cating tree guards from over grown
trees, these citizens are protecting
trees by removing and relocating
the tree guards which are con-
stricting the trees. The Bruhat
Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike
which puts up iron guards
around saplings, often forgets to
remove them once the tree has
grown large. Volunteers identify
such trees and set them free from
the tree guards.

Nagara| Manya, 64, a resident of

dors, we plank the saplings inthe  throwing garbage and other cost of planting splings at a dis
Yediyur and a retired bank o™

spotand propthemup  things inside these trec guands  Lance of 0o 25 K

senios Citizens. They step out of  with bamboo poles for support. — and make it difficult for the tree Shanbogh. 70, another vol
employee started the Initiative theirhouseat 6amandsantak. | havo dosigned my own metal %0 pow. We identify such boes.  unteer and 3 rotired bank
called Hasiru Ratha on ing care of the plants and trees i tree guards which | install and ~ and set them free from these  empl Rengahurs South
Koo du o 2017, A ecirement, Manys " Houtied dmthevmmopim] e hitio e of e Dgu o g Ao
Skcethen btbasbem | &l The BBMP uses thick metal guards whichthey .. o e | e e e e
planting a maintaining seati. He now uses the car to & desire fo give back to soclety. ol st seven such trees freeand  teers. He sakd, “A bot of people
ke v that e weld and leave around trees, even when they gt A syt g s hos et 404 ioed  phtaon

P Blant the splings bt they forset
| have outgrown them. A lot of people start ol 0 A PRAKC BE e 250 it oy i et iy e 1L ekl Wh gl
] mysel v planted pver 1000 plants in  look after these planis and take
[’hm)wing garbam and other mlngs inside these | have hired an assistant who  anda voluntoer said “The BEMP  Bergalursouth. Hesaid,“I have  care of them. During the raimy
helps me with taking careof the  uses thick metal puaeds which  appoaied 1o the authortics 1o 3ewon, we plant and take good
tree guards and make it difficult for the tree to plants A few vohanicers join e they weid 4nd beave atound  make & policy wherein while  careof nd hunng he mumimes
In g andtmedon the  tres, have out.  elaying soads footguts/me.  we walet the plant 10 tha they

grow — Shiva, avolunteer atHASIU RAINA nuquests frum nsidents and wen-  growen thim. Aot af peogple start — ams, they mist sdd theestimated — don't die.”

retired, he says he works to |
save the trees all 365 days.
The group has 15 active
members, from students to
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 »
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Govid hotspots are out of the red

.

But, city's tech
corridor is
turning out to be
the new hotspot

| Sl M van

TWELTS @arihary M IHROA
nee the mega covid hot
spots of Bengalumu are
o FEpOrting egligitle
to mil covid cases. As per
the latest data from the
BEMP covid war foom, the least
number of cases (1-2) has boen re-
posted from Lakshmi Devi Nagar,
Devarajeevanahalli, Muneshwara
Magar, SK Garden, Padarayanapura,
Chalavadl palya and Azad Nagar.
On the contrary, the tech oorridors
I the ity are turnlng oul o be the
new hotspots. The highest number
of cases are in Hoodl, Doddanck-
kaindl, Vasthus, Bellandur and Kara-
mangala.

Among the ather hotspots are
Horamavu, BR MNagar, HSR Layout,
Urtarahalll and Hemmigspura,

Sonrrces sabd that this was polmnier
o the fact a3 1o how the covid cases
were shifting im the city. “If you e
membser, Padarayanapura had hik
the headiines repeatedly for the
surge in cases and when the cases

m:\_'_______f

ooy Thoar sy

e winder Conlpol acrods the City,
¥ halli was seeing o huge spike in
cases, Fwven the BEMP was forced 1o
set up a contalnment zone by Hock-
ing many roads to prevent people
from coming o the rad. Similasky.
there ware multiple hatspots in Y
Halli and 5K Ganden. Conskstently,
for weeks, there were the hatspots
with many of the primary and sec-
ondary contacts too lesting positive.
However, things am so different now
it these mress have nil 1 o cases

It looks like the city's
social life is back with
people going out and
not following rules. Or
they are not getting
tested -4 oiy-based docior
irn thae st B0 ks ®

Asioil b ol

lar to Mumbal's experience where

tal il thiks s sl

5

Dharavi had hecome the hotspot
with maximum number of cases in
thie imitial months but later 1t be
came a model of how o manage a
containment rone or 3 Covid hot-
spot. "It looks Hie we are petting our
omm mosdels,” tha official sabd.
Havwetved, & Oyl SOClon whds-
dered why the tech corridors wame
witrsessing a spike when most of the
techies are working from home. “1t
bowokis lika @ither the city's social Nk ks
hack with people golng ot and not

-

01 cases reported

in Bengaluru

It st 24 hprn, Bongahere
raported 7N cases out of which
440 were males. The oty alsa
raportad skt doaths with flvnof
them being males_ Tha olty also re-
ported 4,548 dsharges, which is
the highast in the st fow wesks.
The officiaks sk ta number ol
dschargie was ool raflact nd in
the daily bullatin dus toa technical
werar i & Thursdiy's balitin
saw & hugeapke i the discharges
s Lo A mulatesd nembari A% a
result, the active cases plunged to
WA cases. o far, 4 lakh tosts
have been canducted in Bengalury
and the total positivity rate s 7.68
per cant, while the recovery rate
N row jumped to §6.2 par cent,
Tha actha rata now stands at 367
per cant with death rate being 112
par ant_

following rules. O, it combd also be
thal in these anss many people ane
going for testing and not from the
former histsguats ril mary s gobng,
It was ondy whon the BEME farehully
askinyg the people to pet ieied from
howr-borchonsr, Ul Vhvey wene gl ling
eIt NOW, 58 130 Ofe 1 pushibng tof
the mandatory testing many people
Im the AFess WEsFE [EwWer Coses are be-
ing reported, are probably skipping
the bests. ™
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Annaswamy Mudaliar Road
still awaits concrete plans

Slush-filled road has become a nightmare for motorists and residents

| Y Maheswara Reddy
c

@limesgroup.com
TWEETS @BangaloreMIRROR

inordinate delay in resto-

ration of Annaswamy Mu-

daliar Road has been mak-

ing the lives of around 100

families miserable. Motorists

proceeding towards Cox Town and

other arcas through this stretch too
are facing a tough time.

As the road becomes slushy
whenever it rains thus, they have
to navigate deep puddles of accu-
mulated water on this road. There
have been Instances of vehides get-
ting stuck in the shsh on this rosd.
Residents have said that though
complaints have been lodged with
the Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara
Palike (BBMP) authorities, incheding
Palike administrator Gaurav Gupta,
nothing has been done till date.

They said that though Gupta
presided over the ward committee
meetings and directed BBMP en-
gineers to complete work but it is
either stopped or progressing at a
snail’s pace,

Despite repeated
complaints to BEMP,
including Palike
administrator Gaurav
Gupta, no action has
been taken

“We are fed up of complaining to
the authorities concerned about the
condition of this road. There Is no
coordination among the different
departments of the BBMP and the
Bangalore Water Supply and Sewer-
age Board (BWSSE). They are busy
shifting the blame on others,” sald V
Pumushotham of Ulsoor Rising.

Shanmugam P, a resident of Siv-
anchetty Garden, emphasised on
the need to expedite the completion
of the work to avold slush and dust
on this road.

“It is quite shocking to see work
progressing at a snall’s pace on this
small stretch. The work began five
months ago and s still incomplete,”
said Shanmugam.

Meanwhile, a resident on the

condition of anonymity, blamed
the traffic police and the contrac-
tor for the delay in completion of
the work. “The contractor claims
that that traffic police are not co-
operating with him due to reasons

i .y

There have been instances of
vehicles getting stuck in the
slush on this road. Meanwhile, a
resident on the condition of ano-
nymity, blamed the traffic police
and the contractor for the delay
in completion of the work

best known to the latter. | want the
traffic police to enable the con-
tractor to work day and night and
complete the work as early as pos-
sible,” said the resident.

BEMP Assistant Executive Engi-
neer (Major Roads) Srinivasa H said
the restoration of the road will be
complete In a few days.

*The contractor has delayed the
work. | have already advised him to
expedite the work. | expect the res-
toration of the road to be completed
In one or two weeks. After the res-
toration of the road, the concreti-
sation of the road will begin,” said
Srinivasa.
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Wmtersessmn
lie on Thursday

e session that was scheduled
to be held up to December
15 was cut short as legislators
were not too keen to attend due to
ansuing gram panchayat elections.
The State Election Commission
is set to notify the first phase of
the gram panchayat polls on Fri-
day. During the four-day session,
the government introduced and
passed the controversial Karnataka
Prevention of Slaughter and Pres-
arvation of Cattle Bill 2000 amid
vocal protests by the Opposition
parties. The Bill, however, was not
tabled in the Legislative Council.
Protesting against the government,
Opposition Congress members
boycotted the Assembly on the last
day during which BBMP Bill 2020
was approved. In the Council, the
government managed to get the
passage of two key farm bills.

Baiyappanahalli transit hub upgrade work on track

e Bruhat Bengalura Mahanagars Palike

(RARAT 15 iy thie prooess. of aoquinrg shout

40 properties o build a fowr-lane socess
Tl B0 the: under-Constrecthon thind coachlng
terminal in Balyappanahalll, expected to be
ready by February next year Officlaks plan o
widen the 1-km stretch trom Manathl Seva Ma-
2 50 that two-way taffic can be allowed,

Lack of Socessibility aned CONDECTvITY U0 the
swwairky Lrain lemmninil — bt Dl to deson-
sl Majestic (KSE) aned Veshwanthipurma railway
shatliom i = vy corwe off Uhe main conoemes reoesl]
by ity eaperts and comumiien, Thie Sensth
Wistern Ratlway (FWR) s spemiding shoat Bs

A by ek Lor minal (s baing Dt ot Babyapoanahall

260 coosre bbb e teremival, 2 kin away Inem
the Balvappanahialll Metro and rallwsy Stations.
Officials said they will comvert the stretch
between Mukunda theatre (near fyover) and
ferminal krbo a bidirectional rosd by removing
encoaching shaps.
T ome-wary road s wide enough 1o allow

wc-way traffic. We will vacate encroschvers wio
have occiapied & part of the roed and footpath
space,” a BEMP official sid

The civic body s abso planning o widen the
road. “We have completed the assessment of
properties needed for acquisition, A first noti-
Tt s slso besen |ssued. W nesd sbouot 8

properties on one side and another 36 proper-
lies on the oter side,” another BEMP officlal
s, Whilke the BEMP i tasked wath acquiring
properties, the SWH s expected o meet the oost
rexpuired for the construction of road,

The SWR officials also i that the under-
construction ralbway over bridge will be ready

by My mext yoar,

“Omoe thase two projects ane resdy, the s
cess o the terminal from Old Madeas road
and Banaswadl will got better,” he said. On
Satunday, Ashok Kumar Verma, divisiondl
ratlway manager of SWR (Bengaburs City)
announoced that the tevminal will be ready
by Febwuary.

Alrport halt station

Thie halt station nisr Kemegowds [ntermatiomnal
Adrprart will be oqerational by nexi week, the
W eofficiabs said.

While the infrastnacture was in place by Oc-
ftober this vear, the officials will start running
services In 2 woek's Hme. This is expocted to
provide 3 huge DEndt o Commues haxding 1o

the alrport. Lurmenitty, the cabs 1o the arport arc
costly while BMTL has very minkmal services.
Curmenily, e SWR i operasling (hree pain of
s o e ot e

T Tt station is beng buailn by e Mangs-
e Enbernadional Alrport Lid (RIAL) ai a cost of
s 3 croee. Thesy also pla o mui sbnatile bus e
vices T thee adrpoet.
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Even as the leaders from both the Congress and DS

BB MP boycotted Assembly proceedings opposing the passage of
the cow slaughter bill, the state govemment got the BEMP

BILL PASSED  bill passed without any Opposition. The bill proposed a
IN ASSEMBLY 2.5-year term for both Mayor and Deputy Mayor, while the
existing eight zones will be Increased to 15. Each zone will
- act like a mini municipal corporation with the zonal

commissioners getting more power. 2

With no oppn,
Palike Bill has

easy passage

PFrapees 15 ones, ad fee, emtertainment tax
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BBMP treatment of
our ward worrying:
Bellandur residents

EOPEESS WS EEWILE
Bimjaas
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= oy o SREeVERL g -
frasrucism atoes the iy
rmalerts of Belmedur o
ot il they am worrwad
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Assembly Clears BBMP
Bill Proposing Changes
in CIty Administration

iﬂmesr.rmp com

Bengalurn: Karnataka's le-
glslative assembly on Thurs-
day passed the Bruhat Beng-
aluru Mahanagara Palike
(BBMP) Bll1, proposing to
bring some changes to the
city’s governance, though
most sectlons have been ta-
ken from the Karnataka
Municipal Corporation
Act, 1976, that currently go-

the anti-cow slaughter law,
while JINS) members did
not furn up.

The Bill, which runs for
about110pages, seekstoin-
crease the number of
BBMP wards from the ax-
isting 198 to minimum 225
and maximum 260. Unlike
now where soveral wands
are split between different
assembly segments, the
BEMP bill has mandated
that wands are divided wit-
hin the asscmbly segments
and no ward should spread
over two constituencles and
that they should have aqual
distribution of population.

A Joint select committes he
aded by BJP MLA from CV
Raman Nagar § Raghu pro-
posed changes to the BEMI™'s
structure and that has been
Incorporated in the B
The separate law for the
BBEMP has also introduced a
B0-month term for the mayor
and the deputy mayor, while
the term of standing com-
mittees continues to be one
year, The change will cut the
number of Mayors o iwo
over a period of five years.
The existing provislons In
the KMC Act permit the elec-
tion of a mayor and deputy

every 12months.

The Bill has paved way for
increasing the number of #0-
nes from edght to 16. Each 2o-
ne will be headed by zonal
commissioners who will re-

port to the BBMP's chief
commissionar

A new feature requires for-
mation of constituency con-

sponsibilities of the com-
mittees that will include aid

IN THE PIPELINE
Anew featurere-
quires formation of
constituency con-
sultative commit-
tees &zonal com-
mittees, similar to
ward committees

and advice to Zonal comimit-
tees, momitor the project
implementation and e
spond to public grievances.
The zonal committees chal-
red by one of the ward coun-
cillorswill also look at project
implementation and coondi-
nation between wards. Anot-
herchange the bill has propo-
s 1S o IncTease the proper-
ty tax every vear on the basis
of the guidance value, which
18 revised by the stamps and
registration department.

PRS mgﬂnm-e l:h:seanm,

an independent reseanch
stltutemalhasﬂllﬂh'ﬂiﬂm
BEMP Bill, has highlighued
several shortcomings that
may prevent Bengalur's go-
vernance from

will be a major obstacle in
achleving decentralisatlon
of power,
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As Recoveries
Rise, City Sees
Steep Fallin
Active Cases

Dur Bureau

Rengaluru:  Bengaluras
meitve Covid cases dropped
o LA on Thursday from
T TN Cass W0 dEys

Bengalur's
active cases
in the first
woek of De-

A on November 1, the ac-
thw cases In Bengaluru
was J05ea. [t dropped w
17,768 hy mb-November
But with the number of
mew cases and recoveries
et o A QAT hasls ro-
malning almoel equoal, the
clty's &ctive cases comtin
wed] to be chose o 17,000 by
the end of Movember The
Tast plght days saw a slight
Inerease In BCiive cases as
the recoveries fell. Active
cases saood &t 1488 on De.
cember B, ral=ing caution,
Henlth and medical sdu-
catlon minkzier K Sodhs
kar had inkd ET on Wednes-
iy that the rise I acive
cases in the Arst woeek of
December wus because of
dakay b updating dkscharg-
@ in the online portal. =1
have asked officlals o Nx

STATELOGE 1,238 CASES
Karnatika reporisd 1238
Covid cases on Thorsday
oven #s the recoveries rmse
b 5,070 Th Radie's boeal
cases has renched w7000 of
which 576 502 are from Hen-
palury, The siaie also re
corded 12 deaths including
el bn thecagiml.
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Govt Revises
Covid Test Cost

Bengaluru: The Karna-
taka government de-
creased the price of Co-
vid-19 testing on Wednes-
day, capping the RT-PCR
test in private hospitals
and laboratories at €800
per test, inclusive of the
costof PPEKkit. It wascost-

inge1,200 till now.
Theadditional charge for
collecting
samplw
Govthas from
capped home

RT-PCRtestin shouldnot

pvthospitals  exceed
&labsate800 ®400, the

per test BOVern-
ment said.
Subsequently, the rate of

testing of samples sent by
the government to private
laboratories has been re-
duced to 500 from €800 per
test. “As the rates of chem-
icals and equipment used
to test Covid-19 has come
down, the technical advi-
sory committee has rec-
ommended to revise the
cost of testing,” the health
department said. Thestate
hasfixede1,250 for Truenat
test and ©2,400 for CB Nat
test. The cos of testing
Rapid Antigen in private
labs is capped atv400.

1,279 NEW CASES INSTATE
Karnataka reported 1,279
new cases of Covid, of whi-
ch 728 were from Bengalu-
ru, taking the case tally to
896,563. Nineteen Covid d-
eaths were recorded in-
cluding, 13 in Bengaluru.



